
MODE:  COMMERCIAL AIR - Departing the United States

GOAL:  

To utilize the Automated Export System (AES) as the mechanism for receiving all export cargo information prior to export from the United States.

Background

The AES is jointly administered by the U.S. Customs Service and the Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census.  The Bureau of Census has statutory authority over the commodity data residing in AES, and shares the information via a memorandum of understanding with Customs.  The information is used by Customs to target high-risk export shipments, and by Census to compile trade statistics.

Currently, AES is the only automated system that accepts export data. Any export that requires a Shipper’s Export Declaration (SED) by the Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census may be transmitted via AES. Commodity data consists of specific information which documents the nature of the goods to be exported (i.e., Schedule B classification, quantity, weight, consignee, value, etc.).  AES has a current transportation module that allows manifest information for vessels (waterborne cargo) to be transmitted. 

DETAILS:  

Customs will require all air cargo information for exports to be electronically reported to Customs prior to export.  Export data consists of both commodity information and manifest information.   

Many existing commodity fields are currently designated as conditional or optional, meaning that the Trade is not generally required to report such information.  During the interim of finalizing the ability to receive manifest information from air carriers/express consignment couriers, Customs will require the Trade to submit the following additional proposed mandatory data elements for Air shipments:   

	 Field Name
	Current
	Proposed

	Carrier ID (IATA)
	Mandatory
	Mandatory

	Conveyance Name
	Mandatory
	Mandatory

	Flight Number
	Not Required
	Mandatory

	Trans. Ref. Number (Master AWB)
	Conditional
	Mandatory


The work done by the Multi-Modal Manifest Working Group, and the data elements negotiated therein, will be the basis for new reporting requirements proposed by Customs.

Customs proposes future expansion of the existing AES programming to allow the air carrier/express consignment courier to transmit manifest information directly to AES prior to export. This will be a two-step export reporting process involving the commodity data from the trade as step 1, and the manifest data from the air carrier/express consignment courier as step 2. 

The export community would be required to comply with the proposed reporting procedures 90 days after AES programming has been modified and placed into production.

TRANSITION STRATEGY:

Customs proposes an interim strategy that will use existing programming until proposed enhancements can be completed.

· Exporter/Authorized Agent would be required to transmit all export data to include the new mandatory data elements. Air carriers/express consignment couriers are strongly encouraged to provide the information needed to meet these requirements.

· U.S. Customs in consultation with the Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, will explore methods for the receipt of all export cargo information utilizing the AES.

· Customs will require the information to be transmitted and accepted by AES  no later than 24 hours prior to lading for air carriers and air couriers.

· The trade will be required to report both the External Transaction Number (XTN) and the Internal Transaction Number (ITN) for every shipment until proposed enhancements are complete.  (The XTN is the unique identifier assigned to the export transaction by the exporter or the authorized agent.) (The ITN is a system generated confirmation number indicating AES has accepted the shipment.)

Customs recognizes the following impact on trade practices, with regards to reprogramming of automated systems, establishing new timelines along supply chains, and preparing more documentation as all shipments will be reported.

· More information will be required for shipments currently reported via AES.

· Information will be required for shipments not currently reported via AES.

· All information will be required prior to export.

* * *

